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An FxtraS of a Letter, relating an Experiment made for 

altering the Colour of the Chyle in tie La&eal Veins^ by 
Martin Lifter Elq$. 
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He paflage of the Chyle through the Inteftines in-- 
^ to the Lacteal Veins', is a thing hitherto demon- 
ftrated to the Eye by none. Dr. I oircr ingtnioufly con- 
fefleth the ill fuccefs 'he had in trying with Aev, or with 
tinged Spirit of Wine :, by neither of which he was able 
to force a paflage. And JJValaus (Epiji.dc motuCkylij 
is very pofitive, that however the Chyle in the Iuteltines 
may be diverfly coloured 5 yet it is ftill white in the 
Lacteal Veins. And Dietticrbrosk in his late Anatomy 
Publiflied 1672. (p. 37-) affirms, Ch\ln»i fimper album 
jnveniri in I'afh Latfeit Mefenter Lis & ihoracicis- -vi- 
ridem zero rubrum alterative color a, in its a nemine bm- 

ar-: ■i'if'-m fuift. ,. , , - r 

Notwithstanding which, and my own former unfuc- 

ceftfu! Tryals (77'/'/. Trattf. KHmb.95.) I did not doubt 
but that fome happy Experiment would (hew the con- 
tnrv* and a purpofely coloured Chyle might find ad- 
mittance into the Lacteal Veins though not by force, 
yet by the Confent and Introduction of Nature her fclfc 
The fuccefs of fome late Experiments I made to this pur- 
pofe.l (hall here acquaint you with. 
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Experiment L 

I caufed a Dog to be fed, and after four hours, or 
thereabout 3 and having ready by me a clear Tinfture 
of Indigo, diflblved in fair Water and filtred, I opened 
the Ahd$mn>m& making a fmall Incifion in the Jejunum, 
I injeftod an ounce or two. This done, we ftitch'd up 
the Gu% and all, again, and the Dog turned upon his 
Leggs. After one hour and a quarter, we cut theftich- 
es 3 aud then beheld a copious Diftribution of Chyle and 
turgid La&eal Veins ; but as white as ever. And yet 
carefully fearching the Guts, we perceived none of the 
Inje&ed Liquor any where. 

Exper. II. 

Another Dog, which was kept fafting 40 hours, had 
a very little fldh, without water, given him, about 5 
hours before the Injeftion of the Tin&ure of Indigo 5 
which was performed after the lame manner, as before : 
only it was now well warmed, and about Twelve Oun- 
ces thrown up the Duodenum, and down the ikon, Here 
were empty Guts, and not the leaft appearance of any 
LaEfeal Feins in the Mefentery. After full 5 hours, the 
Stiches were cut again (Tome bufineis hindring me 
from doing of it fooner) and carefully examining the 
Mefentery, we found many LaEfeal Fans of an Azure 
Colour 3 and cutting fome of thebigeft of them afunder, 
we plainly fuv a thick blewifh Chyle to iflue forth, and 
tofpreadit fclf over the tranfparent Membranes of the 
Mefentery, This is a very truth, which the Chirurgeon 
I employed to affiO: me, in the Experiment, can well 
witnefs, whole Eyes I ufed, as well as my own, in care- 
fully examini % thefe matters. 

Whence, ai .N>ugh it hath been doubted of by fome, 
yet is it molt evident, That the La&eal Feins receive, 
what they carry, from within the Cavity of the Intefi- 
ines. 
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